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Simulation Facilitation Course Syllabus 

 
Description: 
 
The course consists of 7 self-paced lessons that you must complete before the conclusion of 
the course. In addition to the lessons you must also draft a written simulation and pilot this 
simulation in-person or online to complete your simulation facilitation experience. While the 
lessons and draft simulation must be completed before the end of the course, your simulation 
facilitation experience can be completed within 6 months of the end of the course. 
 
General Resources:  
 
On the Moodle website, you will see a number of general resources have been made available 
to you by our team to support your learning. These include ‘10 Tips for Developing Simulations’, 
‘10 Tips for Running Simulations’, and a template ‘Simulation Introduction Script’. You can also 
find sample simulations that have been written and facilitated by our GHSim team on a variety 
of topics. Additionally, a number of other resources and blog postings describing previous sims 
are available on the ghsim.com website. 
 
Description of Tasks to Complete Certification (indicated w/ checkbox through syllabus):  
 

❏ Complete lessons 1 - 7 including course content, readings, quizzes and assignments. 
(***Note: this must be completed by the end date of the course) 

❏ Complete draft simulation. 
(***Note: this must be completed by the end date of the course) 

❏ Complete weekly course evaluations and final course evaluation. 
(***Note: this must be completed by the end date of the course) 

❏ Complete simulation facilitation experience and submit self-reflection form. 
(***Note: this may be completed after the course depending on your schedule. Should 
you require more than 6 months to complete this, specific permission should be sought 
from the instructors) 
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http://ghsim.com/
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Lesson 1: Introduction to Simulations 
 
Description 
In lesson 1 of the facilitation course we begin with providing a history of Global Health Sim. The 
course then discusses a general background with resources on global health for those with 
limited previous exposure. Finally lesson 1 of the course will conclude with an introduction and 
overview of simulations presenting the theoretical background of simulation learning theory. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 1.5 hours. 
 
Readings 

1. “The Flipped Classroom: A Course Redesign to Foster Learning and Engagement in a 
Health Professions School" by McLaughlin, et al. (2014) 

2. “All Problems are Not Equal: Implications for Problem-Based Learning” by Hung, Jonassen & 
Lui (2008) 

 
Quizzes 

● None 
 
Assignments 

❏ Optional Activity: Reflect on your own learning experiences 
❏ Complete Simulation Topic Survey (Due June 25th) 
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http://medicine.tufts.edu/~/media/TUSM/PDF/Who%20We%20Are/Administrative%20Offices/Deans%20Office/Strategic%20Plan/flipped%20classroom%20-%20Acad%20Med.pdf
http://medicine.tufts.edu/~/media/TUSM/PDF/Who%20We%20Are/Administrative%20Offices/Deans%20Office/Strategic%20Plan/flipped%20classroom%20-%20Acad%20Med.pdf
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/ijpbl/vol2/iss2/4/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/ijpbl/vol2/iss2/4/
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/ijpbl/vol2/iss2/4/
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Lesson 2: Objectives, Topic and Background 
 
Description 
In the second lesson of the course, we will introduce you to the creation of simulations. 
Simulations should begin with the learning objectives in mind. We will discuss framing objectives 
for simulations using the ‘SMART’ acronym and a number of examples from previous 
simulations we have created. Then we will discuss the next steps of simulation development 
including selecting a topic and describing the scenario through a ‘background’. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 2 hours. 
 
Readings 

● None 
 
Quizzes 

❏ Lesson 2 Quiz 
 
Assignments 

❏ Write Simulation Objectives for your own sim 
❏ Write Simulation Background for your own sim 
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Lesson 3: Simulation Roles and Injects 
 
Description 
In lesson 3 we will proceed with the next steps of simulation development including the writing 
of roles and injects to add content and structure to your simulation. This lesson will also provide 
information on writing instructions for facilitators who will use your simulation, and the 
development of guidance questions for the debrief. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 2.5 hours. 
 
Readings 

● None 
 
Quizzes 

● Lesson 3 Quiz 
 
Assignments 

❏ Write Simulation Roles for your own sim 
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Lesson 4: Facilitating Simulations 
 
Description 
In lesson 4 we will now discuss the facilitation of simulations. This will include addressing the 
preparations and logistics for simulations, such as considering the 5 Ws of facilitating a 
simulation. It will also provide guidance on writing instructions in your written simulation for 
facilitators. We will then review technology that can be used to assist logistics and planning of 
simulations. Finally, we will provide examples of introducing and facilitating simulations to help 
get you on your way. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 1.5 hours. 
 
Readings 

● None 
 
Quizzes 

● Lesson 4 Quiz 
 
Assignments 

❏ Write Facilitator Instructions for your own sim 
❏ Write 2 Injects for your own sim 
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Lesson 5: Debriefing and Evaluating Simulations 
 
Description 
This lessons addresses one of the most important parts of the course, debriefing and evaluating 
simulations. It is during the debrief that simulation participants will consolidate and reflect on 
their experiences in order learn from the experience. This lesson will begin by presenting 
principles to help you facilitate effective debriefing sessions. We will then discuss the 
methodologies for debriefing and our specific approach to Global Health Sim debriefing. Finally, 
we will discuss the use of evaluation, including our centralized evaluation (available at 
ghsim.com/eval) to assess and improve simulations. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 1.5 hours. 
 
Readings 

● “The effectiveness of debriefing in simulation-based learning for health professionals: a 
systematic review” by Tracy Levett-Jones and Samuel Lapkin (2011) 

● “Conducting a successful debrief for evaluation in organization development” by the 
Institute for Organizational Development 

● Global Health Sim standard Google form which we use for all of the simulations (available at: 
ghsim.com/eval) 

 
Quizzes 

● Lesson 5 Quiz I - Role of Debriefing 
● Lesson 5 Quiz II - Matching Debrief Questions 

 
Assignments 

❏ Write Debrief Questions for your own sim  
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http://ghsim.com/eval
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Fulltext/2011/09641/The_effectiveness_of_debriefing_in.8.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Fulltext/2011/09641/The_effectiveness_of_debriefing_in.8.aspx
https://instituteod.com/conducting-successful-debrief-evaluation-organization-development/
https://instituteod.com/conducting-successful-debrief-evaluation-organization-development/
http://ghsim.com/eval
http://ghsim.com/eval
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Lesson 6: E-Simulations 
 
Description 
This lesson will introduce the concept of e-simulations, which we have developed to deliver 
simulations online using various technology platforms. If you only intend to run simulations in 
person, this lesson is optional. 
 
Expected Time 
Approximately 1.5 hours. 
 
Readings 

● None 
 
Quizzes 

● None 
 
Assignments 

❏ Submit preliminary draft of your simulation (see the Simulation Submission Rubric) 
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https://globalhealthsim.moodlecloud.com/pluginfile.php/138/mod_assign/introattachment/0/Final%20Sim%20Rubric_Final.pdf?forcedownload=1
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Lesson 7: Conclusions 
 
Description 
In this final session of the course, you will review the concluding remarks and prepare your draft 
simulation for submission. 
 
Expected Time 
Variable to complete simulation draft. 
 
Readings 

● None 
 
Quizzes 

● None 
 
Assignments 

❏ Submit final draft of your simulation (see the Simulation Submission Rubric) 
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https://globalhealthsim.moodlecloud.com/pluginfile.php/138/mod_assign/introattachment/0/Final%20Sim%20Rubric_Final.pdf?forcedownload=1
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Simulation Facilitation Experience:  
 
To complete the simulation experience you are expected to facilitate your own simulation to 
complete the certification as a Global Health Sim Facilitator. Further discussion will occur during 
the course to support you in this process. It is helpful to begin thinking about what group and 
location you might be able to facilitate a simulation for. For example, if you are a teacher for a 
public health or global health class or part of a student group, these may be useful ways to pilot 
a simulation. Alternatively, a conference setting may be another possibility. 
 
You will need to complete a reflection (you will be sent the form) following your simulation 
facilitation experience to conclude the course and receive your certificate. 
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